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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES, 

February  13th,  1847. 
Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


REPORT 


OF     THE 


SELECT     COMMITTEE 


0^•    THE 


LICENSE     LAW. 


rgL-^i-T-- I  ■■  I..    -L-LU 


EEPORT. 


The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  sundry  petitions  from  (he 
citizens  of  this  State,  pia^'ing  tlie  passage  of  an  act  requiring  the 
voters  at  the  next  General  Election  in  this  State,  (or  at  a  special 
election,  if  in  their  judgment  it  is  more  expedient,)  to  decide  by- 
ballot  whether  the  present  License  Law  granting  privilege  to  traf- 
fic in  intoxicating  liquois  shall  continue  to  exist.  The  subject 
being  one  of  great  interest,  not  only  in  a^moral,  but  also  in  a  pe- 
cuniary point.  Your  committee  have  investigated  the  subject  in 
all  its  iispects,  and  have  concluded  that  the  honor  and  welfare  of 
this  community,  demands  that  an  expression  should  be  had  from 
the  people,  in  relation  to  this  momentous  subject.  They  have  not 
as  will  appear  in  the  subsequent  part  of  this  report,  depended  en- 
tirely upon  their  own  opinions  and  views,  but  have  obtained  in- 
formation from  sources  to  be  rehed  upon,  which  enables  them  to 
place  the  subject  properly  before  this  Legislature.  Intemperance 
is  a  moral  evil,  its  serious  and  av/ful  effects  have  been  seen  and 
acknowledged  from  (he  days  of  righteous  Noah,  down  to  the  pre- 
sent time.  This  v»'ill  be  cleaily  demonstrated  when  we  refer  to 
ancient  and  modern  history,  for  example  let  us  look  at  the  effects 
of  this  vice  upon  afevr  prominent  men  that  have  lived  at  different 
periods  iu  the  world.  There  was  Nabal  and  Elah,  Bclshazzar  and 
Benhadad;  Anacreon,  the  Jonic  Lyiist,  Dyonisous,  the  Tyrant  of 
Syracus,  Alexander  the  Great,  Marius  the  Roman  Consul,  and 
Jovian,  tlie  last  of  the  Emperors.  Modern  times  also  evidence 
the  destniction  of  men,  pre-eminently  distingnislied  for  their  (alent 
and  usefulness,  by  this  accursed  habit  of  usiug  intoxicating  drinks. 
The  light  has  .comc-pthc  mist  is  fast  disappeaiing — ihe .demorali- 
zing influence  is  acknowledged,  and  it  is  now  conceded  that  (he 
traffic  and  use  of  alcohol,  except  for  medicinal  and  mechanical 
purposes,  is  deleterious  to  mankind,  because  it  effects  him  physical- 
ly, morally  and  mentally.  The  man  that  could  once  apprehend 
clearly,  reason  closely,  and  decide  correctly,  has  become  a  mere 
irro  in  all  matters,  because  he  is  wrecked  from  inebriating  drinks. 
jVocne  will  say,  we  think,  that  it  improves  the  condition  of  men 
in  any  respect,  but  on  thr;  contrary  must  admit,  that  (his  habit  de- 
thrones reason,  causes  the  banishment  of  principles  most  sacred, 
cuts  asunder  ties  of  the  most  endearing  character — the  utter  ruin 
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of  soul  and  body,  the  withering  of  hope  and  blight  of  character; 
uohke  other  crimes  that  of  intemperance  tTjves  no  waining  of  its 
approach.  It  enters  a  family  more  quioily  than  the  stealthy  step 
of  the  wolf,  and  soon  crime,  poverty,  and  disi^rarc  follow.  The 
hopes  of  the  fond  father  anil  tloiing  mothei  are  (juickly  blasted. 
The  ratde  snake  sounds  the  alarm  ere  he  strikes  his  fang,  but  in- 
temperance comes  unshod,  imseen,  unanticipated,  often  seizes 
upon  those  least  exposed  to  his  attacks  and  works  silently  and 
fatally  to  the  overthrow  of  all  that  is  excellent  in  man.  Intem- 
perance IS  like  the  mighty  river  swollen  by  the  mountain's  streams, 
overflows  i(s  hunks  and  leave.T  desolation  in  its  progress. 

Let  us  brietly  examine  this  subject  as  a  revenue  measure,  but 
sullicienily  so  to  demonstrate  the  fallacy  of  the  assertion  made  by 
many,  <-that  it  is  the  true  interest  of  the  State  to  hold  on  to  this 
branch  of  the  finances  in  common  with  others,  and  among  other 
reasons  given  is  the  fact  that  this  source  of  revenue  is  increasing 
since  1843,  as  shown  by  the  annual  reports  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Western  Shore.  Admitting  the  facts,  the  conclusion  is  a  just 
one,  that  just  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  revenue  froni  (he 
granting  of  licenses,  does  crime,  misery,  degredation  and  taxation 
increase.  This  v.'e  hold  to  be  an  assertion  irrefragable,  and  will 
be  more  apparent  from  a  close  examination  of  the  following  tabu- 
lar statements  taken  from  the  report  of  the  commitlee  appointed 
at  the  Stale  Temperance  Convention,  held  in  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  ISth  and  19th  of  November  ISIG,  and  also  from  the 
report  made  by  Doctors  Thomas  H.  Buckler  and  William  Power, 
attending  physicians  to  the  Baltimore  city  and  county  alms  house, 
to  (he  iruslecsof  said  house.  Permit  us  to  say  that  it  is  very  equi- 
vocal and  a  mooted  question,  (notwitlistanding  the  opinion  of  that 
distinguished  jurist,  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,)  whether  the  laws  in 
ihe  seveial  States  granting  the  power  to  trade  in  ardent  spirits  is 
constitutional.  The  organic  law  of  the  Republic  declares  to  the 
world,  that  our  citizens  shall  be  protected  ''in  life,  property,  and 
repu(a(ioa."  In  view  of  this  fact,  we  would  ask,  who  has  the 
liardihood  and  etibrntery  to  say,  that  the  trallic  and  use,  does  not 
destroy  life,  properly,  and  character?  The  question  whetiier  in- 
toxicating liquors  as  a  drink  shall  continue  to  be  sold  under  the 
sanction  of  law,  is  beginning  veiy  justly  to  occupy  the  public  mind. 
The  moral  sense  of  the  community  is  being  awakened  to  the 
pernicious  influence  of  the  trallic,  and  a  determination  is  evinced 
throufrhout  this  Slate,  and  we  believe  throughout  these  United 
Slates,  to  get  lid  of  this  abounding  evil.  In  confirmation  of  this 
opinion,  we  would  a«k  your  careful  attention  to  the  action  already 
had  on  this  subject  in  the  States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
(Jhio,  and  several  other  States.  The  License  system  is  clearly 
demonslra(ed  by  facts  to  be  unprolitable  to  (he  Sia(e,  when  viewed 
as  a  re\enue  measure.  T\'hile  one  dollar  is  brought  into  llie  trea- 
sury from  licenses,  six  dollars  is  paid  by  the  taxable  inhabitants  of 
the  State,  for  the  support  of  ou:  poor  houses,  convicts  in  our  jails 
and   penitentiary,  Sic.     The  expense    for   supporting  litigations. 
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the  effect  arid  consequences  of  this  traffic  is  astounding.  But  let 
the  report  to  which  we  have  referred  speak,  and  let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  this  is  but  a  portion  of  the  evidence  of  evils  t!iat  could 
be  adduced.  The  undersigned  have  no  way  of  coming  at  the 
direct  cost  of  intemperance  as  the  legitmiate  result  of  the  License 
Law.  But  the  parlial  costs  as  far  as  we  can  come  at  them,  and  in 
which  estimalesj  we  are  borne  out  by  nearly  every  public  report  of 
the  trustees,  officers  and  judges  in  the  iState,  says  the  concluding 
words  of  the  report  of  the  trustees  for  the  alms  iiouse  of  Baltimore 
city  and  county,  ''the  trustees  must  still  bear  sorrowful  testimony 
to  the  baneful  vice  of  intemperance  as  the  gra)td  cause  of  Pauper- 
ism, and  crime,  and  again  declare  that  an 'alms  house  v/ou Id 
scarcely  be  needed  in  Baltimore,  but  for  this  one  cause  of  misery 
and  want." 

Says  the  report  of  1840,  out  of 993 

Adults  admitted  during  the  year,  there  were  known 

to  be  intempeiate  -         -         -  -         -         -     944 


Other  causes  -.-..--._         48 

And  out  of  142  children  born  or  admitted,  115  were 
brought  to  destitution  by  the  drunkenness  of  their 
parents. 

The  expenses  for  the  intemperate  this    year,  they 

assert,  cost  the  city, •     |21,709  28 

Amount  imposed  as  tax  for  licenses,      -         -         -  8,438  98 


13,260  28 
Add  interest  on  buildings,       .  .         -        ..     10,000  00 


These  expenses  have  increased  as  licenses  increase 

In  1844,  the  number  of  inmates  were, 
There  from  intemperance. 

From  other  causes,    -         -         -         - 

Expenses  this  year,    -         -         -         - 
Interest  on  buildings, 


Three-fourths  to  intemperance,  - 

The  commitments  to  Baltimore  county 
jail  were  2006;  392  for  debts,  1664 


1^23,260  28 

1493 

1229 

246 

- 

18,205  00 
10,000  00 

28,205  00 

- 

$21,154  00 
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for  crimes,  four-fifths  the  reaiik  oi  in- 
temperance.    Jail  expenses,  ^6,755  20 
City  Court  expenses,  including  judges' 

salary,  paid  by  State,  -      24,325  00 


s33,080  26 
Say  only  tijrec-fourdig.io  juLcmpcrance,  -         -  24,810  22 

If  Harford,  Prince  George's  and  Anne 

Arundel  counties  are  taken  as  a  fair 

average  of  ilie  amount  paid  for  pau- 
perism, occasioned  by   inteujperance 

alone,  36,000  is  d  reasonable  estimate 

for  the  State,      -         -         .         -         -         -         .     36,000  00 
Add  to  this  the  three-fourths,  tlie  crinji- 

nal  expenses  on  the  other  counties  in 

the  State.     Say  as  much  more,  -         -         -         -     30,000  00 


From  this  deduct  total  amount  rec'eiveft ' 

for  licenses  in  this  State  : 
In  the  city  of  Baltimore,  •         -  ^  1 1,523  o 

Baltimore  county,   -         -         -         -         2,140  45 
All  other  counties,  -         -  -         7,112  46 


$117,964  22 
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20,776  43 


Leaving  an  actual  expenditure  of,  -  -     ^97,187  89* 

Over  and  above  all  receipts,  and  this  too 
independent  of  the  expenses  atten- 
dant on  the  Penitentiary,  and  the  in 
terest  on  tlie  cost  of  the  buildings,  the 
jails,  dec,  &yC..  which  at  tlie  lowest 
estimate  would  reach,  .         .         .         .         .     25,000  OO' 


Here,then,  we  have  over,  -  -  .  .  $122,187  89 
Paid  every  year,  as  the  proportion  of  the  tax  levied  every  year 
for  the  benefit  and  support  of  1500  licensed  rum-shops  and  liquor 
taverns  in  this  State — and  it  is  even  worse  than  this.  The  expense 
of  police,  city  watch,  sickness,  cVc,  which  strong  drinks  occasions 
will  swell  this  enormous  amount  as  much  more. 

Volumes  would  be  required  to  record  all  its  mischief,  or  to  ^ive 

an  answer  to  the  query — What  evil  has  it  done?  Governor  Eveiett 

calculates  the  cost  of  the  last  ten  years  to  the  people  of  the  United 

States  as  follows : 

"1.  It  cost  in  direct  expenses,     -  -  -     $500,000,000 

2.  It  cost  in  indirect  expenses,  -  -  -        600,000,000 

3.  It  has  burnt   and  destroyed    property  to    the 

amount  of,        -        '    -  -  -         50,000,000 


.si  15,000,000 
Or  115  millions  per  annum,  at  which  rate  the  cost  of  intemper- 
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ance  to  the  State  of  Maryland  would  be  nearly  one  and  half  mil- 
lions of  dollars — add  to  which 

4.  It  has  destroyed  300,000  lives. 

5.  It  has  made  200,000  widows. 

6.  It  has  made  not  less  than  1,000,000  orphans. 

7.  It  has  sent  not  less  than  100,000  children  to  the  alms  houses. 

8.  It  has  made  at  least  1,000  maniacs. 

9.  It  has  instigated  the  commission  of  1,500  murders. 

10.  It  has  caused  2,000  persons  to  commit  suicide. 

11.  It  has  consigned  150,000  to  jails  and  prisons. 

12.  It  has  endangered  the  inheritance  left  us  by  our  fathers,  and 
fixed  a  foul  blot  on  the  fair  name  of  America." 

We  deem  it  superfluous  to  comment  upon  those  astounding  facts 
as  set  forth  in  ihis  report,  "of  the  existence  of  1500  licensed 
houses  for  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits,  (securing  a  revenue  to  the  Slate 
of  some  $25,000,  and  costing  the  industrious  and  sober  part  of  ihe 
conuTiuniiy  nearly  $123,000,  per  annum,)  will  not  arouse  the  peo- 
ple of  Maryland  (o  a  proper  sense  of  duty  and  action.  We  are 
free  to  declare  we  have  not  corieclly  understood  their  character. 
Communications  were  addressed  (to  Thomas  O.  Sollers,  Esq.,  war- 
den to  the  jail  of  Baltimore  city  and  county,  also  to  William  John- 
son, Esq.,  warden  to  the  Maryland  Penitentiary,  also  to  Doctor 
H.  W.  Baxley,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  alms 
house  of  Baltimore  city  and  county,)  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
their  views  in  relation  to  the  evils  of  intem])erance,  knowing  their 
positions  gave  them  opportunities  for  observation,  not  had  by  pri- 
vate individuals.  The  answers  received  are  truly  important  in  the 
estimation  of  your  committee,  and  we  shall  submit  them  as  a  part 
of  this  report,  believing  their  contents  well  calculated  to  shed  light 
and  benefit  the  public. 


R  iLTr.MORE  Jail,  Jnn'y  7,  1847. 

To  Dr.  Juiix  C.  OuRicK, 

Chairman.,  i^'c. 

Dear  Sii;  :  lu  u.-ply  lo  your  communication  of  tlie  6lh,  requir- 
ing my  opi!iioii  (furiiictl  as  Warden  of  iliis  prison)  of  tin-.  '•  evils 
of  iiitempcrnni'c,"  I  beg  leave  re:!j)cctfully  te  slate,  that  it  lias  not 
been  ihe  custom  to  make  particular  iii([uiiios  of  those  who  have 
b-L-n  committed  to  my  custody  regarding  the  cau^^es  wiiich  may 
have  immediately  or  remotely  induced  the  commission  of  offences 
with  which  they  liavc  been  charged.  The  practice  of  making 
such  intpiiiies  pievails  exten3ivf4y  with  the  otiiceis  of  tlie  various 
penitentiaries  ihroughoiiL  the  Union,  but  rarely  with  those  who 
have  cluuge  of  the  ordinary  county  jails.  I  can,  therefore,  present 
you  with  no  statistical  information  in  i-elation  to  the  "important 
sul)iect,"  but  must  content  myself  with  the  expression  of  a  view 
of  the  matter  derived  from  general  experience. 

You  desire,  particularly,  to  know  the  number  committed  to  my 
care  from  intemperance  within  the  last  year.  I  can  very  consci- 
entiously declare,  that  of  the  number  committed,  (2,173,)  at  least 
three- fourtiis  (1,629)  have  been  from  the  direct  cause  of  intemper- 
ance, while  many  of  the  others  have  been  from  intemperance  as 
the  remote  cause.  Of  the  deiMors,  I  presmnc  that  at  leas'  half 
have  been  in  my  cusiody  from  indulging  loo  frequently  in  ardent 
spirits.  Of  tliose  who  have  Iicen  incarcerated  for  assault  and  bat- 
tery, rioting,  keeping  disorderly  houses,  want  of  security  to  keep 
the  peace,  violating  ciiy  ordinaiices,  and  other  light  offences, 
(coinpiising  more  than  half  of  the  whole  number  committed,) 
fully  nine-tenths  were  fiom  the  moit  abandorred  dissipation.  Of 
those  committed  for  varioiis  crimin;d  ofiences,  I  suppose  that  about 
two-thirds  have  been  from  the  ctlccls  of  intoxication. 

No  persoji  co'ild  have  Imd  belter  oj)porlunities  tlian  I  have  had 
sitice  my  connection  with  this  prison  of  witnessing  the  direful 
evils  produced  by  the  '•  inoidinate  cup."  Prom  the  eflect engen- 
dered by  a  single  glass — to  the  tottering  gait  caused  liy  more  fre- 
quent potatiotjs — down  to  the  /luman  being  who  has  been  physi- 
cally proairatc,  or  to  ihe  raving  maniac,  1  ha\e  behdd  the  lienjon 
of  intciiii)tuahce  exhibiting  eithiM  his  fantastic  or  his  dreadful  attri- 
butes. Pages  woidd  be  required  to  detail  the  \ariou3  scenes  of 
horror  and  degradation  which  have  tal\en  placti  within  these  walls 
at  the  time  and  soon  after  the  coinmitments  of  wretched  inebri- 
ates. Frecjuent  have  been  the  cases  of  deliricmi  tremens  and 
maniar-potn.  and  were  it  not  for  i!ie  skiilt\il  treatment  of  such, 
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death  would  have  much  more  tiequently  occurred.  Squahd 
misery,  half  covered  with  rags,  ia  tl;e  shape  of  children  visiting  a 
drunken  father  or  mother  while  drowned  in  tears — a  mother  im- 
ploring her  son  to  give  up  tlie  cup  after  his  release — a  father 
threatening  to  forsake  his  son  for  his  dissipation — a  wife  beseech- 
ing her  husband  to  relinquish  his  grovelling  habits,  are  but  faint 
pictures  of  the  reality  of  some  of  the  scenes  which  have  here  been 
exhibited.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  all  the  tears  which  have  been 
shed  in  this  prison,  caused  by  intemperance,  could,  by  some  che- 
mical process,  be  converted  into  poison,  there  would  be  sufficient 
to  destroy  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole  world.  This  is  not  exag- 
geration. 

You  will  please  pardon  me  for  the  circumsciibed  but  general 
view  I  have  given ;  and  believe  me  to  be  most  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servcint, 

T.  O.  SOLLERS,  Warden. 


Maryland  Penitentiary, 
Baltimore,  January  7,  1847. 

To  the  Honorable  John  C.  Orrick. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tiie  receipt  of 
your  esteemed  favor  of  the  6th  instant,  and  in  leplj/  to  your  inter- 
rogatory : 

"  What  number  of  convicts  are  in  the  penitentiary  at  present ; 
and  of  that  number,  how  many  were  intemperate  at  the  time  of 
their  conviction  ?" 

I  respectfully  state,  that  theie  are  now  confined  in  this  institu- 
tion two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  convicts.  With  regard  to  the 
number  of  prisoners  who  were  intemperate  at  the  time  of  their 
conviction,  I  have  to  observe,  that  the  record  of  the  habits  of  the 
prisoners  has  only  been  kept  for  the  last  six  years  ;  and  that,  by 
referring  to  the  record,  I  find  it  only  embraces  an  account  of  the 
habits  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  leaving  nineteen,  of  whose 
habits  we  have  no  record ;  of  the  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine, 
but  seventy-six  are  set  down  as  '•  intemperate  ;"  but  I  feel  it  but 
in  a  spirit  of  frankness  to  declare  that  the  record  is  but  an  inde- 
finite evidence,  as  we  have  to  rely  upon  the  statements  of  the  con- 
victs themselves;  and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that,  as  drunkenness  is 
a  vice  of  frightful  mein,  many  of  the  unfortunate  victims  who  come 
here  are  isidisposed  to  speak  truly.  This  gives,  as  the  ratio  of  in- 
lemperales,  a  fraction  over  twenty-eight  per  cent.;  but,  if  I  were 
to  take  the  appearance  of  the  parties  as  my  criterion,  I  think  I 
might  safely  atiirm  that  three-fourths  of  all  the  convicts  we  receive 
might  be  classed  as  intemperate. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect, 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 
Warden  Maryland  Penitentiary . 
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Baltimore  Alms  House, 

January  23,  1847. 

Dr.  Orrick,  Chairman.  6j'c. 

Dear  Sir:  Enclosed  I  send  to  you,  in  compliance  witli  pro- 
mise, ihe  facis,  &c.  furnished  by  the  Physicians  of  this  institution, 
rela(iniT  to  ihe  subject  of  intemperance,  and  requested  by  you  for 
the  purpose  of  pronuxing  your  phihmlhropic  effort  to  arrest,  as  far 
as  practicable,  the  evils  from  which  so  large  a  portion  of 
society  is  sutfering  from  the  habitual  use  of  ardent  spirits.  I  sin- 
cerely hopT  you  may  find  it  to  answer  your  purpose. 
And  remain  very  truly  vour  friend, 

■  H.  W.  BAXLEY,  President. 


To    the   Trustees  of  the   Baltimore    City   and   County   Alms 

House. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland  has 
appointed  a  special  committee  to  consider  the  License  Law  ;  and 
it  is  wiih  great  pleasure  we  respond  to  the  call  made  on  your 
board,  by  the  chairman  of  this  committee,  for  information  relating 
to  the  evils  of  intemperance  as  shown  by  the  past  history  of  this 
House. 

It  is  far  more  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  age  that  an 
enlightened  Legislature  should  enact  laws  for  the  prevention  of 
crime,  rather  than  contrive  modes  by  which  offences  are  to  be 
punished.  And  we  beMeve  that  a  vigorous  and  efTeciive  law,  re- 
stricting the  present  liberty  in  tl>e  sale  of  ardent  spirits,  would 
strike  at  (he  very  germ  of  crime,  and  prevent,  in  great  measure, 
much  of  its  future  growth. 

If  the  natural  history  of  intemperance  and  its  consequences, 
could  be  drawn  from  the  materials  to  be  found  in  our  Alms 
House,  and  from  the  still  riper  fruits  of  this  vice  to  be  met  with  at 
the  Jail  and  Penitentiary,  it  would,  no  doubt,  show  that  a  large 
proportion  of  poverty  and  misery,  of  vice,  degradation  and  crime, 
might  be  traced  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  intemperate  use  of 
ardent  spirits. 

An  individual,  fiom  habits  of  intemperance,  loses  his  occupa- 
tion and  means  of  support,  and  with  these,  all  sense  of  indepen- 
dence and  of  self-respect,  and  goes,  oris  sent,  to  the  Alms  House 
for  a  home.  He  is  here  at  once  in  a  school  for  vice,  surrounded, 
as  he  is,  by  the  idle  and  the  degmded.  He  sluggishly  works  out 
the  brief  time  he  lias  to  remain,  or  perhaps,  not  waiting  to  be  dis- 
charged, h'3  runs  away  and  returns  to  the  city  without  a  cent  in 
his  pocket.  Ardent  spirits  arc  a  want  of  his  nature,  dearer  than 
life,  and  the  temptation  to  iiidulgo,  as  irresistless  as  death.  Stim- 
ulating drinks  he  must  have,  and  to  piocure  the  means  of  obtain- 
ing thesC;  he,    perhaps,   commits   some  petty  theft,  which   takes 
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him  to  jail.  He  is  now  ia  the  high  school  of  crime,  having  al- 
ready received  a  primary  education.  A  few  weeks  or  months  pro- 
bation, and  he  is  agai'.  at  liberty,  and  may  afterwards  be  seen  in 
some  low  groggery  about  the  purlieus  of  the  city.  His  destiny  is 
delerniined  ;  indulgence  and  habits  of  intemperance  have  rendered 
hii«  incapable  of  exeition,  and  his  comiiiion  is  imchaugeable. 
He  has  become  a  lower  order  of  animal.  He  is  so  stt^mg  by  want 
that  life  is  his  only  burden.  He  is  poor,  needy,  and  degraded, 
and  having  no  hold  on  society  except  his  claim  as  a  pauper,  his 
condition  is  as  helpless  as  it  is  hopeless.  As  ai>  outcast,  he  is  the 
mere  creature  of  accident.  If  disease  assails  hiuij  he  is  sent  again 
to  the  aims  house;  or,  if  tempted  by  crime,  he  goes  again  to  jail, 
and  perhaps  to  tiie  penitentiary  ;  but  in  one,  or  ail  of  these  three 
places,  he  is  sure  to  drag  out  hie  miserable  existence.  The  his- 
tory of  some  may  be  very  different,  but  we  are  convinced  that  this 
pictiu'e  is  not  overdrawn,  and  that  it  coriespond  in  all  essential 
particulars  with  the  lives  of  hundreds  of  these  pooi  wretches. 

We  might  speak  of  the  consequences  of  intemperance,  as  it  af- 
fects others,  of  homes  made  desolate,  of  the  parent  who  spends  his 
last  cent  for  drink,  while  liis  child  begs  for  bread,  or  show  how 
this  vice  is  always  attended  by  its  helpmates  ;  howavaiice  is  ever 
ready  to  buy  from  the  poor  inebriate;  for,  as  much  as  will  procure 
a  draiii,  his  little  stock  of  household  finniture,  or  perhaps  his  bed 
and  wearing  apparel ;  but  these  details,  in  the  history  of  drunken- 
ness, are  dwelt  upon  by  able  and  elocpient  advocates  of  temper- 
ance, and  have  no  necessary  connection  with  the  present  object. 

The  following  items  have  been  copied  from  the  annual  reports 
on  the  Alms  House  during  the  past  twelve  years;  they  are  as  ac-- 
curate  as  it  is  possible  to  make  them,  when  the  words  of  the  pau- 
psrs,  on  whom  you  have  to  rely  for  the  truth,  in  this  particular, 
aie  not  always  to  be  trusted. 
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In  leference  to  this  (able  we  would  remark,  that  no  individual 
entering  the  house  is  set  down  as  iniemperate,  unless  on  his  or  her 
adi7iission  of  the  fact ;  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  a 
large  majority  of  those  under  the  head  of  habits  unknown,  are, 
or  have  been  addicted  to  the  intemperate  use  of  ardent  spirits. 

The  average  nuiTiber  of  the  intemperate  in  here  seems  to  be 
about  equal,  in  each  year,  and  this  is  just  what  might  be  expected, 
humanity  being  (he  same,  and  (he  license  for  the  sale  of  intoxicat- 
ing spiiits  remaining  unaltered. 

We  have  no  accurate  means  of  judging  of  the  relative  frequency 
of  this  vice  amongst  the  women,  as  compared  with  (he  men,  but 
as  nearly  as  we  can  ascertain,  about  one-third  of  .the  whole  num- 
ber enumerated  in  the  table  are  supposed  to  be  women. 

The  nun)ber  who  suffered  from  the  direct  effects  of  intoxicating 
liquors,  (delirium  tremens,)  is  given  in  the  table  ;  others,  not  enu- 
merated, have  died  in  each  year  from  incurable  structural  diseases 
of  the  hver  and  kidneys,  induced  by  the  protracted  use  of  alcho- 
holic  potations.  But  (he  deaths  occuring  fiom  diseases  which 
are  directly  traceable  to  the  use  of  arderit  spirits  are  small  when 
compared  wiih  the  increased  iTiortality  arising  from  ordinary  affec- 
tions, happening  in  persons,  whose  constiliitions  have  been  pievi- 
ousiy  broken  dow^n  by  drunkenness  and  dissipation.  The  heavy 
mortality  in  this  house,  compared  with  the  results  of  piivate  prac- 
tice, is  mainly  attributable  to  the  feeble  constitution  of  those  who 
are  here  treated  for  disease. 

In  the  intemperate,  the  progress  of  disease  is  usually  more  ra- 
pid, and  remedies  are  found  to  exert  less  effect  and  control  than 
when  they  aie  adminested  (or  similar  affections  occurring  in  men 
of  good  constitutions.  All  injuries  are  more  fatal  when  the  per- 
son is  intemperate,  and  the  performance  or  non-performance  of 
operations  and  their  success  when  found  indispensable,  often  turns 
on  the  habits  of  the  individual. 

The  only  mode  by- which  the  future  progress  of  intemperance 
can  be  arrested  amongst  Ihis  class  of  people,  is  to  place  alcaholic 
liquors  out<)f  (heir  reach.  A  step  to  the  accomplishment  of  this 
end  would  be  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  quan- 
tities less  than  one  gallon.  •  -   — 

Showing  (he  indomitable  control, which  this  parent  vice  may 
sometimes- exert  over  an  individual,  Vv^e  could  instance  the  case  of 
a  person  wdio  was  placed  in  the  apothecary  shop  as  an  assistant. 
For  a  few  days  he  conducted  himself  with  propiety,  but  in  a  short 
time  he  became  intoxicated,  and  the  empty  tincture  of  lavender 
bottle  indicated  the  source, from  which  he  obtained  his  drink. 
The  individual  was  repri.nanded,  and  the  more  agreeable  tinctures 
locked  up,  no  one  dreaming  that  he  would  care  to  take  a  strong 
mfusion  of  assafo3tida  in  alcohol,  or  that  he  would,  under  any 
circumstances,  be  pleased  to  indulge  in  tincture  of  cantharides. 
But  all  wasof  no  use,  both  of  these  became  toliini  agreeable  and 
acceptable  beverages. 
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And,  as  an  jusiance  ul  the  disUusling  Icatures  which  this  vice 
ruay  assume,  wc  will  laive  another  instance,  which  we  trust,  for 
the  sake  of  huiwanily,  has  no  equal  for  its  lilihiness  in  die  wliole  his- 
tory of  drunkenness.  It  is  the  case  of  an.  individual  who  was 
found  to  indulge  freely  in  the  spirits  of  wine  from  the  jars  in  which- 
iTioi,bid  specimens  wore  inhnersed.  Alcohol  in  winch  ulcera- 
tions of  the  intetrLin«-3  or  diseased  liver  had  been  soaking-  for 
Vnonlhs,  was  to  him  u  delicate  cordial.  And  spirits  uf  wine  from 
a  jar  containing  a  specimen  of  tubercidous  or  gangrenous  lung, 
was  to  his  palate  moie  grateful  than  choice  Burgundy., 

Can  imagination  conceive  a  more  hellisli  death-drani,  or  could 
the  orgies  of  cannibals  furnish  any  thing, like- a  parallel  to  this 
example  of  refinement? 

There  arc  some  paupers  in  the  liouse  whose  circumstances 
were  at  one  time  quite  independent ;  and  in  every,  instance 
their  misfortunes  are  attributable  to  intemperance. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  say,  that,  with  a  well  regulated  Li- 
cense Law,  there  would  be  less  necessity  for  an  almshouse,  or 
jail,  or  a  penitentiary,  and  that  the  cost  to  the  public  for  sup- 
porting these  estabiishmenffs,  would  be  largely  diminished ;  and 
we  believe  that  the  benefits  likely  to  residt  from  such  a  law,  in  a 
moral  point  of  view,  are  incalculable. 

TH.  H.  BUCKLER,  M.  D., 
WM.  POWER,  :\I.  D., 
Attending  Physiciajis  to  the  Alms  House. 
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In  conclusion  we  would  remark,  that  the  propositioa  made  to 
refer  diis  iiialtcr  to  the  people  for  their  decision  is  right  in  itself, 
and  purely  democratic.  Tiiey  are  (he  I'gilimatc  source  of  power — 
the  sovereigns  of  the  land — and  lie  v/lio  fears  or  objecls  to  trust  the 
people  in  any  matters  pertaining  to  general  or  national  questions 
should  have  written  on  his  forehead  anti-Amei-ican.  Intemper- 
ance is  an  acknowiedged  vice,  as  temperance  is  a  recognised  virtue. 
It  behooves  us  to  fcsier  the  latter,  and  execrate  the  former.  To 
weigh  weli  the  advanfages  of  the  one,  and  the  disadvantages  of  the 
other,  and  to  lemember  constantly  our  obligaiions  to  God  and  man. 
The  subject  of  Temperance  is  replete  with  facts  and  arguments 
calculated  to  awaken  the  most  indifferent,  it  abounds  in  interest,  is 
potent  in  its  operation,  it  is  the  pedestal  on  which  religion  is  based, 
the  great  prop  upon  v\'hich  the  safety  of  our  political  institutions 
depend,  liie  fulcrum  on  which  ail  the  social  and  domestic  ties, 
lean  for  support,  it  is  ihe  regulator  of  individual  and  national  pros- 
perity, and  the  absence  of  this  great  principle,  (has  shown  from 
time  immemorial,  and  will  show  (o  the  end  of  time,)  misery,  de- 
gradation, dealh  and  anarchy. 

The  committee  would  recommend  she  accompanying  bill,  and 
ask  liie  Legislatme  to  pass  the  same,  believing  it  to  be  framed  in 
accordance  wilh  the  prayers  of  3^our  petitioners. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  C.  ORRICK,  Chairman, 
ELIAS  WARE,  Jr.,* 
THOS.  TURNER, 
SAMUEL  B.  D.  JONES, 
THOS.  H.  KEMP,t 
ALEXANDER  H.  SETH, 
WM.  FRAZIER, 
P.  ROMAN  STECK.* 

*  We  object  to  that  part  of  the  report  which  recommends  ihat  the 
question  to  be  decided  by  the  voters  in  each  election  district  and 
ward  for  theniselves. 

fl  agree  to  the  report  except  to  the  annual  election  recom- 
mended. 


A  BILL 

Entitled,  an  act  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  in  any 
County,  Election  District,  City  or  Ward  in  this  State,  where  a 
majority  of  the  voters  in  said  County,  Election  District,  City  or 
Ward  are  opposed  to  the  same. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland, 
That  at  the  next  general  election  held  in  this  Slate  for  membcis 
of  the  legislature,  and  at  any  future  general  election  thereafter,  the 
voters  shall  have  liberty  and  they  are  fully  auihonsed  and  request- 
ed to  vote  on  the  subject  of  the  license  law  granting  the  piivilege 
to  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors,  and  the  judges  of  the  several 
elections  throughout  the  State,  are  to  make  special  returns  of  the 
number  of  votes,  so  received  at  their  respective  polls  to  the  coun- 
ty clerks  in  the  same  manner  and  form,  that  election  returns  are 
made. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  several  judges  shall  pro- 
pound, the  following  question  to  every  individual  who  shall  vote 
at  said  election,  namely :  are  you  in  favor  of  the  present  license 
law,  or  are  you  against  it,  and  it  shall  (the  answer)  be  entered  in  a 
seperate  book,  opposite  to  the  name  of  the  voter  and  returned  as 
above  indicated  in  first  section. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  in  any  county,  election  dis- 
trict, city  or  ward,  in  wliich  a  majority  of  the  voters  are  opposed 
to  the  issuing  of  licenses  to  trade  in  any  kind  of  intoxicating  li- 
quois,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  thereafter  for  the  clerk  of  the  county 
court  or  city  court,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  issue  any  lioenses  to  any 
person  or  persons,  in  said  county  or  city,  election  district  or  ward. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  any  person  or  persons,  who 
shall  sell  or  trade,  directly  or  indirectly,  or  in  any  manner  evade 
this  law,  or  through  the  agency  of  another,  in  any  manner  traffic 
in  intoxicating  liquors,  in  any  couiity,  election  district,  citj^  or 
ward,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
misdeineanor,  and  shall,  for  each  and  every  violation  of  this  act 
upon  conviction  be  fined  not  less  than  twenty  dollars  and  not  to 
exceed  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid  over  to  the  county  com- 
missioners or  levy  court  or  the  clerk  of  the  city  court,  as  the  case 
may  be,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  State,  to  be  recovered  be- 
fore any  magistrate,  in  any  county  or  city,  as  fines  are  now  recover- 
ed, the  informer  in  all  cases  to  be  a  competent  witness. 
3 
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Sec.  5.  And  he  it  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  act  it  shall  roLbe  lawful  for  any  keeper  or  keepers,  person  or 
persons  in  the  employment  of  sucii  keeper  or  keepers  of  any  eat- 
ing house,  oyster  house,  ordinaries,  confectionaries,  hotels,  taverns, 
or  other  places  in  this  State  licensed  to  sell  ardent  spirits  or  intoxi- 
cating liquors,  to  sell  or  give  away,  or  otherwise  dispose  of  on  the 
Sabbath  or  Lord's  Day,  to  any  person  or  persons  unless  in  cases  of 
necessity,  as  a  medicinal  remedy  and  any  person  or  persons  vio- 
lating this  act  shall  be  finedoj  each  and  every  offence  not  less  than 
ten  dollars  and  not  to  exceed  twenty-hve  dollars,  one-fourth  to  go 
to  the  informer,  and  the  balance  to  be  paid  over  to  the  clerk  of 
the  city  court,  county  commissioners  or  levy  court  as  the  case  may 
be,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Slate,  to  be  recovered  before  any  magis- 
trate in  any  county  or  city  as  the  case  may  be,  the  informer  to  be 
a  conjpetent  witness. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  governor  shall  cause  this 
act  to  be  published  at  least  twice  in  every  v/eek,  for  three  v/eeks 
preceding  the'  election  in  not  less  than  three  public  papers  printed 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore  and  the  same  number  of  times  in  three 
papers  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  and  the  same  number  of  times  in 
the  counties  on  the  Western  Shore,  and  the  same  shall  be  paid  for 
upon  order  from  the  Governor  out  of  any  unappropriated  monies 
in  the  treasury. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be 
construed  to  prevent  the  right  of  appeal,  under  the  same  restric- 
tions, that  now  exist  in  relation  to  appeals,  and  all  acts  or  parts  of 
acts  inconsisteiU  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed. 


[  Document  M.  ] 


BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELECxATES, 

February  loth,  1847. 
Read  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 
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